American taxation.
[A.D.171;
' MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON.
' Edinburgh, Jan. 27, 1775.
#            *           *           *           *           *           *
' You rate our lawyers here too high, when you call them gre
masters of the law of nations.
#           *          *          #        •   #          #          *
'As for myself, I arn ashamed to say I have read little ai thought little on the subject of America. I will be much obligi to you, if you will direct me where I shall find the best informati< of what is to be said on both sides. It is a subject vast in its pr< ent extent and future consequences. The imperfect hints whi< now float in my mind, tend rather to the formation of an opini< that our government has been precipitant and severe in the res lutions taken against the Bostonians '. Well do you know that have no kindness for that race. But nations, or bodies of me should, as well as individuals, have a fair trial, and not be cc demned on character alone. Have we not express contracts wi our colonies, which afford a more certain foundation of judgemel than general political speculations on the mutual rights of Stat and their provinces or colonies ? Pray let me know immediate what to read, and I shall diligently endeavour to gather for you a: thing that I can find. Is Burke's speech on American taxatii published by himself? Is it authentick? I remember to ha heard you say, that you had never considered East-Indian affair though, surely, they are of much importance to Great-Britain. U der the recollection of this, I shelter myself from the reproach ignorance about the Americans. If you write upon the subjed shall certainly understand it. But, since you seem to expect th I should know something of it, without your instruction, and tl: my own mind should suggest something, I trust you will put me the way.
####**#
' What does Becket a mean by the Originals of Fingal and otl poems of Ossian, which he advertises to have lain in his shop ?'
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 'DEAR SIR,
'You sent me a case to consider, in which I have no facts t
1 By the Boston Port-Bill, passed in .1774, Boston had been clos
as a port for the landing and shipping of goods.   Ann. Reg. xvii. 64
3 Becket, a bookseller in the Strand, was the publisher of Ossian.
wht argue any more with you, Sir. You are too far gone.' See also ante, i. 363, note i,where he said to him: 'Sir, I did not count your glasses of wine, why should you number up my cups of tea ?'
